Threats- a note on ^ ft/vv/l ; yy\, fit 


Often I've been asked if I'm afraid, from the work I've been doing, and whether 
I've gotten threats. I've not been afraid and there have been threats. I paid attention 
to one only. I was reminded of it a few days ago when a Baltimore city policeman was here 
and w^were talking. 

In retrospect I tAink I got more threats during the Jim Garrison period, when he 
made a series of sensational and unsubstantiated charges a&aint many, particularly the 
Cla and the FBI. Vfhat I recall as unusual came when my Cassette tape recorder, the first 
I had, had been intercepted, along with other of my luggage, and with the brand new 
portable typewriter had been wrecked. I thus had only an inexpensive 3" re el- tr reel 
machine and a suction cup I could use to tape record inteviews by phone* 

About two o'clock one morning the phone rang and man started talking about the 
danger of what I was doing. Pretty soon he started playing the sound track to the movie 
Shane. I tap^ it, tfcat being quite unusual -who, after all ^ c<m have that sound track 
and p$£ it on a telephone line? - and the next day, probably^ lhat day, got in touch with 
the Washington representative of the anti -Def arnati on League with which I'd worked con- 
siderably earlier and probably had been then. First, however, I took it to the local bars? 
racks of the State police. They interpreted it as a serious threat and suggested that I 
*3* be prepared to make tapes of better quality. I think but I'm not sure that they 
suggested that I speak to the phone company, which then had a local Office. In any 
event, I knew the manager, went to s- -e him, and he told me where to take my phone to get 
it wired for making a direct tape, from the line into the recorder. The man to whom I 
was referred, whether or not he was referring to me in particular, made a general ob- 
servation about knowing where there was a local aparetment where there were direct taps 
on some phones. A direct tap here then was simple for the police, for example, any police 
agency, because we live<4pon an automated exchange and anyone with access t o it could 
connect the phones of interest to any other phone(s). '/t 'Vfi riij tkx M 1 1\ At’ljfs 

The ALL man took the tape to the Baltimore Gounty, /fd. police, which was quite 
concerned about subversive activities in its territory. My knowledge is limited to its 
interest in the right, with which I could and di I help it. Their people were here on a 
numbev of occasions. They made a voice print and said they'd be in a position to identify 
the voice with another tape of the same voice. 

They knew I had a source who was a "network director" in the ^ingtemen, an extreme 
right outfit organized and led by a man n«med dePugh, in the midwest. This man got 
turned on when he heard meTaST'an a San-Francisco area talk show. He got in touch, we 
stayed in touch a.«d 1 got a considerable amount of tfinuteman literature from him. How 
to make bombs from readily-available materials like fertilizer for one. I rbaned all 
I got from him to this police department and then loaned it teethe FBI. 

The manner in which the FBI returned it was, to me, oS&f ' and later, from records 
I got, I learned what acounted for this strangeness. Their own reeprds reflect that they 
did not want me to be in a position to say, as I never thought of doing and never did, that 
I'd been helpfhl to the FBI. Bo, they had the local agent in charge of the Frederick subp 
office of the Baltimore office return it, accompanied by another agent (aka witness) and 
read to me from what he had written on a yellow pad. Normally there would have been a 
letter of thanks. I've since given all that to the bniv. of Wisconsin, Stevens ^oint. 

I was reminded of this also several days ago in commenting on a New York Times 
story Joe -“abovsky had sent me on publishing. It mentioned £ arrar, Sttauss & Giroux. 

When I tried to get them interested in my first book, which was the first book on the 
Warren |teport, it was run by Boh Wohlforth. Bob had been the secretary, or the admini- 
strative head, of the Senate coiamitee for wliich I'd worked in 4ye 1030s. In the Minute- 
man literature ware copies of what was sent to members. i 'bis included texts that held 
many names and some were underscored. There was a suggestion that harm should come to the 

f raed people the Minutemen did ndt like and m^re emphasis on harm, it app&ired, was in 
nuteman concepts deserved by those whose names were underlined. 
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One /"name was that of a son of -^ob Wohlforth' s/ I immediately phoned him at Farrar, 
Strauss i ue was not in, I was told, so x told his secretary my purpose in calling and gave 
her my phone number. I never heard from -dob. h'o call, no letter, no interest of any kind. 


•‘•hoi-e named in this stuff \*ere people the 1J inutemen considered a danger from the 
left. S 0 , X assume that the son was more progressive than the father and that the father 
was alienated from the son. -*• have no knowledge of this, however. 


the same literature was an account of how the %nutemen were able to boast of 
what they regarded as a major accomplishment, a justified vengeance. Invoking the left 
faction of The Weather men and a well-known disaster, the explosion that wrecked a u renwich 
tillage town hwmutri house owned by a, publisher whose name I remember as Wilkerson or 
Wil k i n son. It had been used as a beScn facto?, from the public accounts, and the explosion 
was attributed to an accident. 


The iJ inutemen took fully' credit for it. The same article involved the same named 
^inuteman, whose name escapes me but I have a file on him, in|E)etroit violence that was 
then, involving people of the left, in a federal case in Detroit courts. I think the 
Minutenanknvolved was named Larry and his last name begins with a "W." /Vc - & naf/j u;ckl ^ 

He, pretending to be of the left and an expert in such matters as making bombs, 
penetrated that Weathermen cell and was giving the young epople advice on how to mgkf> 
boijsbs. Me gave them bad advice on fulminate of mercuty, wKich is very unstable, and in 
following his advice, according to the Minutemen, they blew themselves up. 

yne of those who escaped is the late - , ouis Loadin' a daughter. I did not know 
Doudin and had lost contact with relatives of his X did know, if they were sxill alive 
$like his sister Laura and his cousin, Lydia Lee (jjefl^n) J.o * phoned his brother-in- 
law, I z ay -Stone, or wrote him. Izzy phoned me back, jjTold him the story, and -^oudin got 
in touch with me. 0e listened, i think 1 sent ( him cl’pies and he thanked me. 1 thought 
what 1 ^ave him could be used in Ms daughter s defense but they did not take the course 
° f 

By happenstari&e-{l met a\New York progressive lawyer whose! last name evades recall 
but whose first name is Jerry. ^ I am pretty sure his office had been bombed. It turned out 
that he was defense counsel in the Detroit case, I think the group called the “hite 
•^anthers. I have a file on the lawyer. He was quite excited by the Minuteman account of 
this same operative’s involvement with and activity in this Detroit group. He came up 
immediately, I loaned him all he wanted (and then had a helluva time getting it back) 
and he used it successfully in that case. I think there were broad indications that the 

minuteman fink had FBI connections. If I remember correctly, the case was dismissed. 

- . - k-.I . 

(Those are among the recoras x jjace Wisconsin I’d like to get back to deposit at Hood.) 

I had another and much later involvement with a lA inuteman,from thejat. Louis area, 
who had been whether or not hi. 1 still was then, an Filf symbol informer. I t hink his name 
is -^atterson. He’d been an informer inside the •‘‘inutemen in the St. £ouis area and was 
directed by the FBI to penetrate the Join Kay defense, which also meant the James Earl Hay 
defense. Over his written objections the FBI turned him over to the House Select fcommittee 
on ^sassinations.He. had been dragooned into working for it against tfie • K ays and in parti- 
cular agaipst the baH-bermouth of the ?!ays, Jerry, with whom I’d had a long relationship. 

They drove east for the House testimony together, they stopped off here, and Matter son took 
a liking to and developed a trust in me and he became an informer for me. He also signed 
a privacy waiver so I could get all records relating to him from the FBI. it was quite 
a hassle in my Ling assassination FOtfA case but the FBI was directed to provide those 
records, among (Qher tilings they disclosed that through him the FBI was intruding into 
domestic affi^rs having, as x now recall, to do with low-cost housing, among other things. 
Qliver Patterson. When x got those records x loaned them immediately to the Washington 
office of the B-fc. ^ouis Post-Dispatch and they did four major stories, front-page in that 



paper, that were syndicated nationally. 

'Before £ got those records, as x now recall, £ spoke at a college in southern 
Illinois where the airport £ used was across the river in Iowa. I was there ahead of time, 
which was fortunate, because there was a blizzarrd. But the auditorium was filled. As 
I was talking, £ think about Patterson as a spy, he got up and identified himself and 
confirmed what I said. 1 was as surprised as the audience because they'd had to drive 
up from Sy. £!ouis in the blizzard to get there. 

When the program was over Oliver came up to me with his gAl friend and suggested 
that we go ha ve a d rink together, lie did, talking into the early ''morning. His girl friend, 
also gave me a xpz privacy waiver but fh,e FBI never provided its records on her. ^jisan 
Wadsworth, as x now recall Sliver had a busines. Blackjack $adio|f. 

The FBI records disclosed that fcas turning him over to the House committee required 
the approval of a component I’d never heard of untid then and haven't since, its Top 
Echelon Informant Committee. I asked for but did not get its relevant records. 

The hinuteman fink whose name I recall as Larry, when £ last jieard of him, was 
actually teaching in some kind of police or pseudo-police work in California. 

din Lesnr will probably recall the names A do not remember. 


I note that the FB- got from me the iA inut» man account of their and Larry's 
responsibility for the ^renwich -village explosion and that it did nothing. ' x 'his is not 
by any mejms the only FBI involvement in Violence that led to serious injuries and deaths 
thuough bis symbol informants. 

A "Symbol informant" ( the FBI never uses th.. word "informer" ) is one who is carried 
in the records not by name but by a symbol. The symbol consists of the letters that are the 
abbreviation for the field office as tije HB£ abbreviates them, a number, and then a letter 
or several, the latter indicating whether criminal or "security" or "racial." Before 
becoming a symbol informer there is a probationary period of about six months, after 
initial FBIHQ approval for the probation, with the final determination by FBIHQ. FBIHU 
knows the name that goes with each of these arbitrary symbols but in records the symbol, 
not the name, is used in texts. Where there is to be distrmbtion, there is a separate 
sheet that identifies each source properly but is removed if there is any distribution 


of the record. !' 
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„ Oliver Patterson had- no difficulty penetrating the Bay defense * wfeasth then was 


the National States -‘■tights Party's J.B. Stoner, later convicted of bombing the Birmingham 
church in which four black girls were killed. The ^inutemen was as far right as Stoner. 

n 



